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Acts and Laws 


6 3 
Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly of His Ma- 
jeſty's Province of the Mafſachuſetts-Bay in New-England : Be- 


4 


gun and Held at Boſton upon Wedneſday the twenty-eighth Day 


of May, 1755. And continued by ſundry Prorogations and 
Adjournments to Tueſday the thirtieth Day of March follow. 
ing, and then met. 3 5 LEY VV. J 
e ED 
An Act for preventing Petitions to the General Court 
relating to Licences for Retailing ſtrong Drink, and 
keeping Houſes of publick Entertainment. 
WW - EREAS Petitions have often been preferred to the Great and General 


— 


— 


Licences to Inn-bolders and Retailers of ſtrong Drink, whereby the pub. 

Ack Affairs of the Province have been much interrupted, and the ſeveral 

Seſſions of this Court protracted: a 2 8 
Therefore for preventing ſuch Inconvenience for the future: 


Court, for enabling the Courts of General Seſſions of the Peace to grant 


— 


* 
on 
* 
. ” 


2 


e i « . 1 


, * 
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Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and Poufe or Repreſents: court of 
tives, That upon Application made to the Court of General Seſſions of the Seſſions to 
Peace in any County within this Province, at any of the Terms by Law ap: grantLicences 


Tavern or other Houſe of publick Entertainment, or to Retail ſtrong Li- 
quors, the Juſtices of ſuch Court are hereby authorized at ſuch Term to 
grant ſuch Licence, in Caſe they ſhall judge it neceſſary or of publick Con- 
Lenience, and the Perſon applying therefor be ſuitably qualified for ſuch 

Employment, and recommended in Manner as the Law directs ; and the 


Houſe in which he is tg exerciſe ſuch Licence, be commodiouſly ſituated for 


dhe Entertainment of Travellers and other publick Uſes. © | | 
Provided, That nd ſuch Licence be firſtly or originally granted at any 
e after the Term by Law appointed for granting of Licences in ſuc 


pointed for holding the ſame in ſuch County, for Licence to keep an Ind, has _ 


Time for 
granting Li- 


ounty, nor to any Perſon whio ſhall have applied for a Licence ar fi uch Term,  cences, 


and ſhall have been denied the ſame, (unleſs it ſhall evidently appear that the 
Cauſe of fuch Denial be ther removed); nor ſhall any Licence be granted 


on any other Day of the Sitting of ſuch Court, but that whereon the Juſtices 
n wont to give their more general Attendance. 


LNB And 


of ſuch County have bee 
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And whereas the granting of Licences at any Term of ſuch Court's , lex 
fregueniiy and indifcriminately, and the countenancing any unſeaſanable aner 
tions for them, may be attended with no ſmall Inconvenience : 


Be it therekoze further enacted, That noPerſon applyin for ſuc 
poor fe at any other Term of ſuch Court's Sitting g, than 155 7 2 * 
Licences at granting Licences, ſhall be admitted thereto, who ſhall not pay and deliver 
the Time ap- into the Hands of the Clerk of ſuch Court (beſides the appointed Fee) the 
2 ry Sum of twelve Shillings, to be by ſuch Clerk delivered to the Treaſurer of 
WH ſuch County for the County's Uſe ; unleſs it ſhall appear to the Satisſaction 
| of the Juſtices, that the Nature of the Caſe or Circumſtances attending it, 
would not admit of an earlier Application, or that the Petitionei by ſome 
providential and unavoidable Lett or Hindrance was prevented doing it; 
in which Caſe no more ſhall be demanded than the appointed Fee. 
This Act to commence on and from the twentieth Day of April Inſtant, 
and to continue in Force until the firſt Day of April, which will be in the 
2885 Year of our Lord One Thouſand ren, Hundred and Hfry- nine, and 
no . * 
A The, ir 45 $2 Publ jhed April + 8. 5 } 
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Limitation. 
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Af Act ber- l more: ſpeedy levying of Soldiers for the 
0 bat Expedition A ainſt Crown®*Point: E 3! 5 


2 REAS 1 Ibis Govery Ng: in | ConjunZian with the” other Gove: -nments 
New England an New-York, have judged i it neceſſary i that there 
le a neu Expedition formed againſt Crown: Point; z this Govern-. 
ment have eee or 1% for ſaid Hepelition Three Thouſand five 

d Men, incl ding 77 to form an Axmy with whot u becaiſed 
70 125 Coors ms, 4177 e 77 A ee Wines : 9 | 
Drikbenforefhr eee 2 effetual-ras Yong and leofing of % erb fer 
„ee 1 J n 10 o guide 

Manger of - Beit ba 4 the Gobernour, Coniicll, aud Poul al Ms ſe ol N tt 

notifying the Abrs, That thete he 070 . is ordered to be a gener er of A 

— 8 the Gompanies't both of orſe e a Foot in all. the. Regiments) 9995 n+ this 00 
panies of Mi. Vine, on the tweaty- econd 5 of April Inſtaqr, and if the Number of 7 bree 

litia in order Thouſand foe Hundred Men including Officers, hall not be inliſted before that 
to raiſe Vo- N it ſhall and may: be. FA to compleat the e ſame by an Impreſs, and 
luntiers, &c, due Warnigg pie to, the. Order of the Captain or Com- 
Wo 0 403 > rai nk Of 0! The e ral PA or r Comps ates ) by one "of i the Serjeants 

5 c or Corpora ls of the t keel e e 95 s, to each Perſon belongiog 
IE 15 = 75 tothe Fee, eithes in Ferch EE in Cale. of bis Abſence from Home, by leav- 

2 be a a Ca in N ap he. Uſual 119 957 oF his 55 7 2 


Preamble, 


hors ing to an ep or N Bode Com 4 All a eh ry 7 con- 
900 0 füch Shot at the Tine and, 9 that ſhall be appolD, 17 therefor, 


Fine in Caſe oti, Pain of i incurring the Penalty of ti bent) ee” FIR 11 3 a "Il be 02. 


of Non-ap- Trial of the Offence, that Bis Attenda ance. . 1 5 ach unavoidab ly 
Poearance. revented; to Je recovered by Actiop p.of, Ne ich al Colts of. Suit, to 


„ be brought by 20 Clerk of the reſpectiye 2 or Companies to which 


1 gon 2 fires Perſon not appearing, as aforeſaid. belong 11755 0. a Petey be 
4 ion: h deli e 


5 commence and proſecute ſuch Action; anch f. 
on. 725 be br ought a againſt 
e recovered of his Parent c or Maſter, We 1 591 Part of ot $8, Fenly 5 
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be for the Uſe of the Clerk who ſhall ſue for the ſame, and the remaining 
two Thirds for the Uſe of the Town where the Defendant lives. 
And every Perſon who ſhall be impreſſed by the Commanding Officers of 
each Company or Troop, or ſuch Perſon as he ſhall appoint for the Service | 
aforeſaid, ſhall duly attend the fame, either by himſelf or by ſome other Fine for not | 
effective able-bodied Perſon in his Stead, on Penalty of the Sum of Ten ſerving wher 
© Pounds, unleſs he ſhall have had a Diſcharge from ſuch Impreſs" in Writing Impress d. 
under the Hand of the Captain or Chief Officer of ſuch Company or Troop 2 
or Regiment, or of the Commander in Chief of this Province; to be re- 
covered by Warrant from the Captain or Chief Officer of ſuck Company di- 
reed to the Clerk of ſuch Company or Troop, to levy by Diſtreſs and Sale 
of the Goods and Chattles of ſuch, Offender, or of the Goods and Chattles 
of his Parent or Maſter, in Caſe ſuch impreſſed Perfon be a Son under Age 
or a Servant; and the faidClerk is hereby fully impowered and required to 
levy and collect the ſaid Sum in ſuch Manner as Conftables of Towns and. 
Diſtricts within this Province are impowred to levy Town Taxes, and for 


” * * « 


want of Goods and Chattles whereon to make Diſtreſs,” to commit ſuch 

Offender to the common Goal of the County, there to femain till ſuch Time 

as the ſame Fine and Charges are paid; which ſaid Fine of Ten Pounds when” 
received ſhall be diſpoſed of as Fines are for Perſons impreſſed not attending Manner of 
the Service, by Virtue of an Act of this Province dee e and paſſed in, the Recovery. 

| twenty-ſeventh Year of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, fatitled An Ali for © 

levying of Soldiers, and to prevent Soldiers and Seamen in his Majeſty's Service 

from being arreſted for Debt. 3 (47 IEC © ER 
1 L The | foregoing Act was Publiſted April 15. 1756. 
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An Act in Addition to an Act Intitled, An Ac for: 
E RNegulating of the Militia. N 


KK THEREAS by an itt of this Province made in the fifth Year of the Reign Preamble; 
5 74 their lute Majeſties William and Mary, Intitled An Act for Regu-- 
lating of the Militia, ſeveral Perſons are excuſed from all Trainings, Military- 
Watches and'Wardings , and the Government being oftentimes necgſitate to 
borrow' Money for the publick Service, and it may . expedite the raiſing of Money 
for that Service, it the Lenders were excuſed from the aforeſaid Duties 
_._ Wherefore, _. IH : 


p n 


Be it enaged by the Governour, Gouncil and Boule of Neprelenta⸗: Perſons lend- 
tives, That every Perſon who ſhall at any one Time epd the Spm of One ing the Go- 
Thouſand Pounds or upwards, to the Province Treaſurer for the Uſe . 

| 3 Tie ee. iooo to be 
Government, ſhall be and hereby is exempted from all Trainings, 14.7 cube From 
Watches and Wardings, and from all Impreſſes during the Continuance_of Military: i" 


. this Act. 88 I ; | 970 4 Duties. * 5 
Ad tothe End it may be aſcertained who'the Lender is, and Dat be may have Ne 
Evidente of bis having lent be Sum afortſail forthe Uſe ef this Governmmt: 


Be it enaced That the Perſon whoſe Name ſhall beexpreſſed ig the Re- 0 
ceipt or OBI atieh given by the Treaſurer for the Sum len (and not anypther 8 me 
| Perſon to Uh ſueh Receipt or Obligation may be made over or endoſſed,) „ ben be * 
hall be deerried/the Lender; and upon Application made to hit; the Trea- | 
ſurer ſhall give: a Certificate to ſuch Lender; of his having ent the Sum a- 
| foreſaid for the Uſe of this Government : WhickCertificate ſhall be a ſuffleient 
| Evidence of, ſuch Lender's being intitled to the Exemprign aforeſaid: , - + 
99 This Act to continue and be in Force for the Space 5 ORE INS 
| lixteenth Day of April One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty- ſix. Limitation, 
[ The foregoing Act was Publiſhed April 16. 1756. 
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An Act in Addition to an Act Intitled An AF for ſup- 


— — 


flying the Treaſury with the Sum of Sixty Thouſand 


7 Pounds. | | 
Preamble. V / HEREAS by an Act made this preſent Year of his Majeſty's Rej 
wn TntitledAnA for applying the Treaſury with cheat of 926 Thu 
r 


and Pounds, the Province T reaſurer is impowered to borrow Forty Thouſand 
ounds, of his Excellency the Governour ; and a further Sum not exceeding 


Twenty "Thouſand Pounds, of ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall be willing to 


lend the ſame : And for everySum borrowed of ſuchPerſon or Perſons to mak 
up the aforeſaid Sum of Twenty Thouſand Pounds, 22 Th urer 1 4. | 
rected to give a Receipt andObligation payable the ſecondDay of June 1 757. 


And in order to draw the ſaid Twenty Thouſand Pounds into the Treaſury, 


fo as to enable the T1 reaſurer eſfectually to diſcharge the Receipts and Obli- 


gations given therefor ,uith the Intereſt that may be due thereon ; it is in ſaid 


Act enafted, That a T ax of Twenty two Thouſand Pounds, be levied on 


Polls and Eſtates both Real and Perſonal within this Province in Manner 


following, that is to ſay, Eleven Thouſand Pounds, Part thereof according 


to fuch Rules and in Proportions on the ſeveral Towns and Diſtricts within 


Aſſembly at their Seſſion in May 1756, and to be paid into the publick Trea- 
fury on or before the 3 1ſt of March next after: And the further Sum of 
Eleven Thouſand Pounds, according to ſuch Rules and in ſuch Proportions 
on the ſeveral Towns and Diſtrifs aforeſaid as ſhall be agreed on and or- 
dered by the General Court at their Seſſion in May 1757, and to be paid into 


this Province, as ſhall be Soy on 'and ordered by the General Court cr 


the publickT reaſury on or before the 31/8 of March then next after; where« 
by the Receipts and "og oj directed by ſaid AF to be given by the Trea- 


ſurer for one half of the ſaid Sum of Twenty ThouſandPounds % be borrowed 
- * . as aforeſaid, will become payable before the laſt mentioned Tax (which is 


one of. the Funds for the Redemption of ſaid Receipts and * all 


be payable into the Treaſury : Wherefore in order that the erpts and 
—_— aforeſaid, may be made payable in a ſuitable Time after the 

ſaid laſt mentioned Tax ſhall be payable into theT reaſury ; and that no In- 
convenience may ariſe in Conſequence of the Act aforeſaid: . 

We it enaged by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Repreſenta- 
ttves, That for one half of the faid Twenty T houſand Pourids which he is 
e 1 to borrow by the Act aforeſaid, the Treaſurer ſhall give hisRecerpts 
„ and Obligations in the Num following, viz. J 


Form of fe. Province of the MaſſhehufettsBay, . 
ſurer's Re- The | . Day of 175 
| ceipt. Received of the Sum of for the Uſe and Service 
of the Province of the Mayachuſetts-Bay ; and in Behalf of ſaid Pro- 
vince, I do hereby promiſe and oblige mySelf andSucceſſors in the Office 
Of Treaſurer, to repay the ſaid .. odr Order, on the ſecond 


Dyer as 150, theaforelaid Sen inCoinod Silver a Six 
FOOT al Da and ight Pence. per Ounce, or Spaniſh Mill/d:Dollars at S: 


% 1 . 2 © 4 


* :Shillings-each, with Intereſt annually at the Rate of * 5 Cent. per 


Aae. Wirneſs my Hand. H. G. Treaſurer. 
Any Thing it the Act aforefiid to the contrary notwithſtading. 
9 9 Rena . 2 Df A 1 | fr 5 % W. £ * W CHAP- 
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An Ad in Addition to the ſeveral Acts and Laws of this 


Province now in Force reſpecting Poor and Idle, Diſ- 


orderly and Vagrant Perſons. 


HEREAS ſome Idle, Diſſolute and Vagrant Perſons baving "ſome Eftate Preamble- 

and accordingly rateable, take noCare of their Families, nor improve their 

Eſtates to the beſt Advantage, which Perſons are not under the Care and In. 
ſpection of the Overſeers of the Poor, or the Select. Men of the Town where ſuch 


Idle Perſons dwell :: 


Be it therefoze enacted by the Gavernour, Council and Houſe of Re- Overſeers of 
preſentatives, That where any Idle, Diſſolute or 'Vagrant Perſons having a the Poor to 
rateableEſtate,do neglect to take due Care of themſelves and their Families, or _ _— 
to improve their Eſtates, that in all ſuch Caſes the Overſeers of the Poor or Pesfons who 
the Select-Men of the Town, ſhall be and hereby they are impowred to take have Eſtates. 

the like Care and Inſpection of ſuch Perſon or Perſons who neglect the due 
Care and Improvement of their Eſtates, and who miſpend their Time and 
Money, and who live idle, vagrant and diſſolute Lives, as if they were poor, 
indigent and impotentPerſons,and accordingly with the affent of twoJuſtices 
of the Peace of the ſame County, Quorum Unus, put out into orderly. Fa- 
milies their Children, if any they have, and improve their Eſtates to the beſt 
Advantage, and apply theProduce and Income thereof towards the Sypport 
of them and their Families. | 
Provided, That any of the ſaid idlePerſons thinking themſelves aggrieved, Proviſo: 
may make their Application to and have Remedy from the Juſtices in the 
General Seſſions of the Peace in the ſame County (if they ſee Cauſe) who 
are hereby impowered to relieve ſuch aggrieved Perſon from the Determi- 
nation of the Select- Menn. 5 


And whereas it is apprebended that many adult Perſons both Male and Fe- preamble: 
male, who by Virtue of the Laws of this Government, are liable and lawfully 
may be ſent and committed to the Houſe of Correfion fer the County, or Works . 
Houſe for the Town in which ſuch Perſons may reſpectively reſide or be found, 
may be employed and kept to Work with leſs Inconvenience to the Town or Diſtrict 
from whence by Law they may be ſent, and with more Advantage to them who by 
Law are to take the Effects, and receive the Benefit of their Labours, by their 
being employed and kept to Work by a Maſter who ſhould have Power to direct, 
govern and employ them, in and about ſuch Labour and Buſineſs as they can 
beſt perform: „ „„ 


Be it enacted, That for the future it ſhall and may be lawful for the Perſons liable 
| Overſeers of the Poor of every Town and Diſtri& within this Province, _ er 
where any are ſpecially choſen to that Office, and for the Select. Men of e- 3 8 
very Town and Diſtrict where there are no Perſons ſpecially choſen to the out to Ser- 
Office of Overſeers of the Poor, if they ſee meet, and ſuch Overſeers and vice, 
Select-Men reſpectively are hereby authorized and impowered by Indenture 
or by any other Form of Covenant, Agreement or Contract valid and effec- 
tual in Law, to put, place and bind out to Service to ſuch Perſon or Perſons 
as they ſhall judge ſuitable, for a Term not exceeding one Year at the longeft 
under one and the ſame Contract, any adult Perſon whether Male or Female 
(reliding and found in their reſpective Towns or Diſtricts) whom they ſhall 
Judge liable by Virtue of any Law or Laws of this Government, to be ſent 
and committed to the Houſe of Correction, or Work-Houſe from any 
County, Town or Diſtrict in this Province; and the Acts and Doings of ſuch 
Overſeers and Select Men reſpectively, whereby any ſuch Perſon ſhall and 
| 10 ] = | may 
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Proviſo for: 


applying to 
the Court of 
General 
Seſſions of 
the Peace. 


— 


"may be put and bound out to Service purſuant to this Act, ſhall be as valid 


and effectual in Law to bind and hojdithe Perſon ſo put to Service, as if 285 
fluch Perſot by his her own Act and Conſent, bein Pr the N 3 
one Tears had bound and put out him or herlelf + Sebvant for rhe like Perm 
by Indenture, or by any other legal Form: or Manner of Covenant or 
Contract. 7 . 5 3 

Provided always, That it ſhall be in the Power of the Court of Genera! 
Seſſions of the Peace for the County wherein any ſuch: Perſon ſhall be put 
out to Service as aforeſaid, by Virtue of this Act; upon Application made 
to ſaid Court by any ſuch Perſon ſo put out to Service, or any on his or her 
Behalf, if they judge proper, to diſcharge and make void any Act or Doing 
of ſaid Overſeers, or Select- Men, whereby any Perſon ſhall be put to Service 


as aforeſaid, and by their Order wholly to annul the ſame, and ſet ſuch 


2908. 
Upon their 
Order, Con- 


tracts may be 
diſolved. 


Uſe of the 
Earnings of 
the Perſons 
bound out. 


Perſon ſo hound out at Liberty, and free from his or her Maſter, and alſo 
to allow Coſts to the Perſon who ſhall be ſet at Liberty by ſaid Court againſt 
the Town or Diſtrict by whoſe Overſeers or Select. Men ſuch Perſon To ſet 
at Liberty ſhall have been bound out, and to award Execution accordingly, = 
And in all Cafes wherein the ſaid Court of GeneralSeffions of the Peace, 
ſhall by their Order diſcharge and fer at Liberty any Perſon or Perſons bound 
to Service by any Overſeers or Select-Men as aforeſaid, all Indentures, 
Covenants, Contracts and Agreements, whereby and under which ſuch Per— 
ſon ſhall have been. bound or put out as aforeſaid; ſhall from and after the 
Time of ſuch: Orders paſſing in Seſſions, be taken, held and adjudged ab- 
ſolutely void and of no Effect ſo far as ſuch Indentures, Covenants, Con- 
tracts or Agreements, ſhall reſpect any Time to come after the Time of 
ſuch Orders paſſing. „ 0017 5 
And be it kurther enacted, That the Proceeds of the Labour and Service 
of every Perſon who by Virtue of this Act ſhall be bound out to Service 
(over and above the neceſſary Coſts in and about the ſame) ſhall be taken 
by the Overſeers or Select-Men reſpectively, who ſhall bind out ſuch Per- 


jn, to be improved and laid out for theSu port of the Family or other poor 


and indigent Kindred (of the Perſon bound out) with the Maintenatice of 


whom the Perſon bound out ſhall by Law be chargeable, if any ſuch Family 


or Kindred ſuch Perſon ſhall have: But if the Perſon bound out hall have 
no Family or Kindred with whoſe Support he or ſhe ſhall by Law © e- 
able, the Proceeds of the Labour of every ſuch Perſon not having |! i= 
mily or Kindred as aforeſaid, ſhall be retained and kept by ſaid Ove. + or 
Select · Men reſpectively, to be paid by them to ſuch Perſon bound as 


aforeſaid, or improved and laid out for his or her Uſe, Suppe rt and Be. ft, 


by ſaid Overſeers or Select-Men, in ſuch Manner as to them mall appear 
moſt for the Benefit and Advantage of the Perſon bound out as atorela d; 
the ſaid Overſeers or Select- Men reſpectively to determine always whether to 
pay ſaid Proceeds in Money directly to ſaid Perſon bound out as ator-ſaid, 
or themſelves to diſpoſe and lay out the ſame in ſome other Manner to ſuch 


Perſon's Uſe; and ſaid Overſeers. and Select-Men are hereby required and 


obliged annually at the Town or Diſtrict Meeting in March for the Choice 
of Town Officers, to exhibit to their reſpective Towns or Diſtricts a full and 
true Account of their Diſpoſition of the Earnings and Proceeds of the La- 
bour of all Perſons which ſhall have been bound out by them, not having 
ſuch Family or Kindred as aforeſaid, during the whole laſt preceeding Year, 
for ſuch Town's or Diſtrict's Examination and Allowance. | 

And for the Proceeds of the Labour and Sercive of ſuch Perſon having à 
Family orKindred with whom he or ſhe ſhall be chargeable as aforeſaid, ſuch 
Overſeers or Select-Men ſhall be accountable to the Town or * 
; 7 | 4 9 vil 


Anno Regnt Regis EO R G II, II. Viceſimo Nono. 


IAC : 
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which ſuchF amily or Kindred ſuch Perſon ſhall be chargeable with, ſhall be- | 


' long and are Inhabirants ; and ſaid Overſeers and Select. Men reſpectively, 
| ſhall pay all the Earnings and Procceds of the Labour of the Perſon bound 


out as aforeſaid, who ſhall have ſuch Family and Kindred as aforeſaid, to 


the Town or Diſtrict (to which ſuch Family or Kindred ſhall belong) or their 
Order, always excepting a reaſonable Allowance out of ſaid Proceeds to ſaid 
Overſeers or Select Men, for their Care, Trouble and Coſt in binding out 
ſuch Perſon, and taking and recovering the Proceeds aforeſaid ; which Al- 
lowance {aid Overſcers and Select. Men are hereby impowered to retain in 
their Hands, and in their Account ſaid Overſeers, and Sele&-Men ſhall be 
allowed all ſuch reaſonable Charge and Coſt incurred, and alſo a reaſonable. 
Reward for their own Care and Trouble in and about the binding out of 
any ſuch Perſon, and taking and recovering the Proceeds of his or her La- 
bour of the Maſter to whom he or ſhe ſhall'be reſpectively bound and put out. 


This Act to be in Force for the Space of three Years from the thirtieth 


of April Current, and no longer. 


e AL ME 
An Act for Enquiring into the Rateable Eſtates of the 
Province. | 

FHEREAS the Rateabl: Eſtates of the ſeveral J. mw and Diftrifs in this 


| \ Province, may be very much altered ſince the laſt Valuation taken by 
this Court : 


Be it enaded by the Gdvernour, Council and Boule ok Repreſenta- 
tives, That the Aſſeſſors of each Town and Diſtrict within this Province who 
ſhall have been choſen for the Year One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty- 
ſix, ſhall on Oath take and lodge in the Secretary'sOffice by the laſt Wedneſ- 
day in September One Thouſand: ſeven Hundred and fifty-ſix, a true and 
perfect Liſt, according to their beſt Skill and Underſtanding, and confor- 
mable to a Liſt ſettled and agreed on by the General Court, and to be re- 
corded in the Secretary's Office; a printed Copy of which ſhall be by the 
Treaſurer of the Province ſent to the Cl:rk of each Town and Diſtrict, therein 


» P 8 
P a 


Preamble: 


A new Valu- 
ation to be 
taken of the 
Rateable E- 
ſlates of the 
Province. 


ſetting forth an Account of all Male Polls of ſixteen Years old and upwards, 


whether at home or abroad, diſtinguiſhing ſuch as are exempt from Rates 
through Age or otherwile, and of all Rateable Eſtates both Real and Per- 
ſonal within their reſpt tive Towns and Diſtricts, and all Farms or Parcels 
of Land lying adjacent to, and rated in ſuch Town or Diſtrict, and by whom 


occupied, and what each Perſon's Real Eſtate within the Town or Diſtrict, f. 


or adjoining as aforeſaid, may rent for by the Year, and of all Indian, Negro 
and Molatro Servants, whether for Life or for a Term of Years, and what 
Number of Veſſels,and of whatBurthen, have failed from their reſpective Ports 


Directions for 
taking the 
ame. 


to any other Port in the Year One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty- five; 


and the ſaid Aſſeſſors in taking ſuch Valuation ſhall diſtinguiſh the different 


_ Improvements of the Real Eſtates into the following Parts, viz. Houſes, 
Paſture and Tillage Land, Salt, Freſh and Engliſh Mowing Land, with the 
Number of Acres of Orchard; and what Stock the Paſture ordinarily is 


capable of feeding, and what Quantity of Produce the ſaid Tillage, Mowing 


and Orchard Land yearly affords one Year with another, excepting the 
Governour, Lieutenant-Governour, Preſident, Fellows and Tutors of Har- 
vard College, ſettled Miniſters and Grammar-School Maſters, with their 
Families, who for their Polls and Eſtates in their own actual Improvement; 
{hall be exempted out of this Act; and the ſaid Aſſeſſors before they enter 
on this Work, ſhall take the following Oath, viz. N 


YOU 


| - 
| 

| 
= 
| - 
| 
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Deſertion of Soldiers. 
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Form of che 
AſſeſſorsOath 


. * 


Y 5 A. and B. being choſen Aſeſſors for the Town of B, for the Year On 
1 Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty fix, do ſeverally Swear, that you will 


faithfully and impartially according to your beſt Skill and Judgment, do and per- 
form the whole Duty of an Aſſeſſor, as directed and enjoined by an AF of ibi: 


Province made the preſent Year, Intitled An Act for Enquiring into the Rateable 
Eſtates of the Province, without Favour or Prejudice. | 
700 55 | „ So help you GOD. 

Which Oath (in ſuch Town or Diſtrict where no Juſtice dwells) may be 
adminiſtred by the Town or Diſtri& Clerk ; and every Aſſeſſor who ſhall 


have been choſen by any Town or Diſtrict in theYear One Thouſand ſeven 


Fine for Per- 
ſonsrefuſingto 
give the Aſ- 
eſſors an Ac- 
count of their 
Rateable E- 
ſtates. 


Hundred and fifty-ſix, (accepting ſuch Choice) that ſhall refuſe to take the 
ſaid Oath, or taking the ſame ſhall neglect or refuſe to do the Duty required 
by this Act, or ſhall any ways prevaricate therein, ſhall for each of theſe 
Offences forfeit and pay a Fine of five Pounds; and every Perſon refuſing 
or neglecting to give ſuch Aſſeſſor or Aſſeſſors a true Account of his rateable 
Eſtate, Improvements or Rents agreeable to the true Intent of this Act when 
thereunto required by the Aſſeſſors, ſhall for each Offence forfeit and pay the 
Sum of twenty Pounds, and in Caſe any Account given by any Perſon in 
Purſuance of this Act, ſhall be by the Aſſeſſor or Aſſeſſors taking the fame, 
ſuſpected of Falſhood, it ſhall be in the Power of either of ſuch Aſſeſſors to 


_ adminiſter an Oath to the Truth. of ſuck Account; and if ſuch ſuſpected 
Perſon ſhall refuſe to ſwear to the Truth of ſuch Account according to his 


Aſſeſſors Pay. 


beſt Judgment when thereunto required by any one of the Aſſcſſors, ſuch 
Refuſal ſhall be deemed a Refuſal to give anAccount of his rateable Eſtate, 
the Perſon ſo refuſing ſhall be ſubject ro the Fine ia that Caſe by this At 
provided, without further or other Evidence for his Conviction on Trial; 
and every Aſſeſſor ſhall. be allowed out of the Treaſury of his reſpective 
Town or Diſtrict, the Sum of three Shillings for every Day he ſhall be ne- 


ceſſarily employed in doing the Duty enjoined by this Act. 


Copies of the 
laſtYear'sLiſts 
to be lodged 
in the Secre- 
tary's Office, 


Recovery of _ 
Fines, 


Preamble. 


And be it further enacted, That the Aſſeſſors of each Town and Diſtrict 
in this Province, who were choſen for the Year One Thouſand ſeven Hundred 
and fifty-five, ſhall by the laſt Wedneiday in Mey One Thovſand ſeven 
Hundred and fifty-ſix, on Oath traaſmit to the Secretary's Office a true and 
perte& Copy of the Lift and Valuation of Eſtates, by which they made the 
Taxes in their particular Towns and Diſtricts for the Year One Thouſand 
ſeven Hundred and fifty-five, on Penalty that each Aſſeſſor neglecting his 
Duty therein, ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of five Pounds; all Fines and 
Forteitures ariſing by this Act, may be recovered by Bill, Plaint or Infor- 
mation, or by Action of Debt in any of his Majeſty's Courts within this Pro- 
vince proper to try the ſame, and ſhall be applied two Thirds to him or 
them that ſhall inform or ſue for the ſame, and the other Third to his Ma- 
jeſty to and for the Uſe of this Government. | 


rn TRE . 


— 
—_— 


55 7 ©: 
An Act for preventing and puniſhing the Deſertion of 
Soldiers in the Expedition againſt Crown-Point, or in 
Defence of the Frontiers of this Government. 
KY THEREAS Soldiers duly inliſted, or to bs inliſted or impreſſed for tht 
\ preſent Expedition againſt Crown- Point, or for the Defence of the Fron- 
tiers of this Province have deſerted, and may hereafter deſert, and be found 
wandering: or otherwiſe abſenting themſelves illegally from bis Majeſty's 
Service : a Pcs Ht ITN | | _ 


4 *s 
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Ve it therefoze enacted by the Governour, Council and Houſe of Re- Sherifis, Con- 


— 


preſentarives, That it ſhall and may be lawtul for the Sheriff of any County 3 . 


ap 


or either of his Deputies, or any Conſtable or Tything-Man of the Town or e 
Place, or any other Perſon where any Perſon who may be reaſonably ſuſpected &c. 
to be ſuch a Deſerter ſhall be found, to apprehend or cauſe him to be ap- 


prehended, and to cauſe ſuch Perſon to 


be brought before any Juſtice of the 


Peace living in or near ſuch Town or Place, who hath hereby Power to 
examine ſuch ſuſpected Perſon, and if by his Confeſſion or the Teſtimony of 
one or more Witneſs, or Witneſſes upon Oath, or by the Knowledge of ſuch 
Juſtice of the Peace or any other Proof, it ſhall appear or be found that 


ſuch ſuſpected Perſon is a liſted or impreſſed Soldier as aforeſaid, though 
| liſted or impreſſed in any other Government, and that he ought to be with 


the Troop or Company to which he belongs, ſuch Juſtice of the Peace ſhall 
forthwith cauſe him to be conveyed to the Goal of the County or Place where 
he ſhall be found, and tranſmit an Account thereof to the Commander in 
Chief, or Secretary of this Province; and ſuch Deſerter ſhall be returned to 
his Service by the firſt Opportunity, and the Keeper of ſuch Goal ſhall re- 
ceive the full Subſiſtence of ſuch Deſerter or Deſerters during the Time that 
he or they ſhall continue in hisCuſtody, for the Maintenance of the ſaidDeſerter 
or Deſerters, but ſhall not be intitled to any Fee or Reward: on Account of 
the Impriſonment of ſuch Deſerter or Deſerters. ; 8 
And for the beiter Encouragement of any Perſon or Perſons to ſecure and ap- 


pPerebend ſuch Deſerter or Deſerters : 
Be it further enaced, That upon t 
Peace to the Province Treaſurer, there 


he Certificate of ſuch Juſtice of the Allowance 
ſhall be paid by him to ſuch Perſons for af fer 


ſerters. - 


as ſhall apprehend or cauſe to be apprehended anyDeſerter from his Majefty's — 15 0 


ſaid Service, forty Shilling, and theCoſts 


of Proſecution, to be deducted out of 


be ſo apprehended and committed. 


his Wages for every Deſerter that ſhall 


C HAP. XII. 


— 


[ 


An Act impowering the Province Treaſurer to borrow the | 

Sum of Zen Thouſand Pounds, and for applying the ſame 

do deſtey the Charges of the intended Expedition againſt 
I TSS» 3 7 & DEAT 1 „ eee vn þ AS 
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Ait enacted/by the Governour; Council and.Jouſe-of Repreſenta” 5 
5 tives, That the Treaſurer of the Province be and he hereby is im- Treaſurer im- 


wered to 


* powered and directed to borrow of ſuch Perſons as ſhall be willing to borrow C. 10, 

lend the ſame, a- Jum: not exceeding Ten Thouſand Pounds in Spaniſn mild ooo. | 
Dollars at fix Shillings each, or in other coined Silver of Sterling Alloy, at 

fix Shillings.and eight Pence per Ounce; and the Sum fo borrowed ſhall be Nerz 

applied by. the Creaſurer for the Payment of ſuchDraughts as ſhall be drann 
on him by the Governour or Commander in Chief for the Time being by and 

| with the Advice of the Council, for the Service of the intended Expedition 

againſt Crown-Poipt.y, and. fr every Sum ſo borrowed the Treaſurer ſhall give 
à Receipt and obligation in the Form following, viz. | 
+. Province of the Maſſachuſetts Br,. 


4 TFhet + es 2 a re in Day of e 5 fue $5. ; — of 
| , 1 51 ä ho rer 
Received of the Sum of for the Uſe and Service 2 ;pt + 


of the Province of the Meaſſachuſetts>Bay.; and in Behalf of ſaid Province, I 
do hereby eh and oblige my Self and Succeſſors 2 Office of Treaſu- 
171K or y . 


rer, to Re-pay/ the ſaill '? 
June 1598, the aforeſaidsum ß 


Order, on or before the tenth Day of 
iin CoinedSilver of SterlingAlloy, 


at Six Shillings and eight Pence per Ounce,or in Spaniſh mill'd Dollars of full 
Weight, at Six-Shillings each, with Intereſt annually at the Rate of Six per 


Dent. per Annum. 1 my Hand. A. B. Treaſurer. 
: 7 PP 


] Provided 


* — — 
* —— — 
— ——U— 


1757. levied upon the Polls and Eſtates within this Province according to ſuch 
Rules as ſhall be ordered by the General Court of this Province at their Seſſions 
| in May One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty ſeven, © © 
Tax for the And be it further enacted, That in Caſe the General Court ſhall not by 
Money here- the twentieth Day of June One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fifty ſeven, 
by emitted to agree and conclude upon a Tax Act to draw into the Treaſury the aſoreſaid 
be made ac. Sum of ElevenThouſand five Hundred Pounds by the thirty-firſt Day of Marcy 
— ira then next following, that then theTreaſurer of the Province for the Time be. 
in Caſe, ing, ſhall iſſue his Warrants directed to the Select-Men or Aſſeſſors of the © 
74 ſeveral Towns and Diſtricts within this Province, requiring them reſpeftively 
to aſſeſs Jevy and pay in to the Treaſury by the ſaid thirty-firſt Day of March, 
their reſpective Proportions of ſaid Sum, according to the Rates and Pro- 
portions, Rules and Directions of the Tax Act then laſt preceeding, 
Preamble. And whereas humble Truſt and Dependance is had by the General Aſſembly on 


8 Reimburſement of the Charges ariſing from the Expeditions againſt Crown- 
Point, and Monirs for that Purpoſe are expected from Great Britain: 5 


Wherefore as a further Fund to enable the Treaſurer to diſcharge the Receipts 
and Obligations aforeſaid by bim viven in Purſuance of this AF : 


| 1356. Anno Regus. Regis G EORGIIL. II. Vitelimo Nono. | ; 
230 Supply of the Treaſury. — 
| 1. Provided that no Receipt ſhall be given for a lefs Sum tkan fix Pound. 
1 And to enable the ſaid Treaſurer to diſcharge the ſaid Obligations, and the In. 

ITereſt that ſhall be due thereon + — CCC CS | 8 

| HBe it futther eviacted) That there be and hereby there is granted to his 
= * £ 11, moſt excellent Majeſty, a Tax of Eleven Thouſand five Hundred Pounds, to be © 


| due thereon ip Purſuance of this AGW. „ 
A : pcie Aach, (any Thing in this Act ko the contrary notwithſtanding) 

ttmaat. in Caſe the Moties afoteſhid ſhall arrive from Great - Britain, and be re- 
Tax not to go Fi into The! Province Treaſury; on or before che twentieth Day of Jun: 
forth in Caſe. *One 'Thouſa 


Ct, 


+ ,} cthis'A is ordered to go forth ſhall be and hereby is declared to be null and 


Proviſo in in hy the Tax ordered by this Act to be aſſeſſed and levied over and above 
Caſe ofa hat ſhall be:ſufficient to diſcharge the Obligations aforeſaid (with the Inte- 
Surpluſage. reſb that may be due thereon) ſhall be and fefnain as a Stock in the Treaſury, 


, 


band be applied as the General Court of this Province ſhall hereaſter order. 
. The five foregoing Ant were 'Publihed April. 2. 17 56. 
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